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Response to Amendment 

1. This action is responsive to RCE received on Oct. 5, 2005. Claims 22-25 were 
newly added. Claim 1 was added. Claims 2-25 are pending examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

2. Claims 6, 10, 14 and 23-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as 
failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject 
matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably 
convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application 
was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. 

3. Claims 6, 10 and 23-25 include a negative limitation "without communicating with 
the resource broker" that is not supported by the disclosure of the application. 

4. Claim 14 also recites the negative limitation "broadcast a request for resources 
not present locally in that respective one of the subsystems" that is not supported by the 
disclosure of the specification. 

Any negative limitation or exclusionary proviso must have basis in the original 
disclosure. If alternative elements are positively recited in the specification, they may be 
explicitly excluded in the claims. See In re Johnson, 558 F.2d 1008, 1019, 194 USPQ 
187, 196 (CCPA 1977) ("[the] specification, having described the whole, necessarily 
described the part remaining."). See also Ex parte Grasselli, 231 USPQ 393 (Bd. App. 
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1983), aff 'd mem., 738 F.2d 453 (Fed. Cir. 1984). The mere absence of a positive 
recitation is not basis for an exclusion. Any claim containing a negative limitation which 
does not have basis in the original disclosure should be rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, 
first paragraph, as failing to comply with the written description requirement. Note that a 
lack of literal basis in the specification for a negative limitation may not be sufficient to 
establish a prima facie case for lack of descriptive support. Ex parte Parks, 30 USPQ2d 
1234,1236 (Bd. Pat. App. & Inter. 1993). See MPEP § 2163 - § 2163.07(b) for a 
discussion of the written description requirement of 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph. 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 13 recites the limitation "its" in third line of the claim. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



Application/Control Number: 09/787,198 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2157 

6. Claims 2-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Combs 

et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,766,348 (referred to hereafter as Combs). 

As to claim 22, Combs teaches a communications service platform comprising: 

a multiplicity of subsystems, each of the subsystems including: 

respective service processing resources and a respective resource locator (see 

col. 2 lines 37-65, plurality of agents and resource locators are connected to the 

network); and 

wherein collectively said subsystems provide a distributed processing 
architecture which distributes the task of resource management and resource allocation 
between said multiplicity of subsystems (see col. 2 lines 37-65, the resource allocators 
are responsible for allocating resources to users on the network); and 

wherein each subsystem resource locator includes: 

means for communicating to each of said other subsystem resource locators 
data indicating the subsystem identity and data indicating the availability of resources in 
the respective subsystem (see col. 2 lines 66-col. 3 lines 9, a global list of resources is 
maintained at each of the resource locators); 

means for receiving identity data and resource availability data from other 
subsystem resource locators (see col. 2 lines 66-col. 3 lines 9); and 

means to subsequently broadcast request for resources from each of said other 
subsystem resource locators by communicating signaling directly with each of said 
other subsystem resource locators (see col. 2 lines 45-51, resource locators exchange 
signals to maintain a unique global resource network list). 
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As to claim 2, Combs teaches a platform according to claim 22, in which the 
resource locators are arranged to communicate directly with each other by peer-to-peer 
signaling (see col. 5 lines 35-62). 

As to claim 3, Combs teaches a platform according to claim 22, further 
comprising a resource broker and in which at least some communication between the 
resource Locators is mediated by the resource broker (see col. 5 lines 28-62). 

As to claim 4, Combs teaches a platform according to claim 3, in which the 
resource broker is located in one of the said subsystems (see col. 5 lines 28-62). 

As to claim 5, Combs teaches a platform according to claim 3, in which the 
resource broker Includes: 

a data interface arranged to receive capability data and interface data from 
respective resource locators, and 

a registry arranged to store the said capability data and interface data (see 12 
lines 27-51). 

As to claim 6, Combs teaches a platform according to any one of claims 3, in 
which a resource locator in a subsystem is arranged initially to read capability data and 
interface data for another subsystem from the resource broker, and subsequently 
communicates further data directly with the other subsystem using the interface of the 
subsystem identified in the said interface data without communicating with said 
resource broker (see col. 13 lines 25-61 ). 

As to claim 7, Combs teaches a platform according to any one of claims 3, in 
which at least one of the subsystems is arranged to communicate directly with a 
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selected other subsystem via a respective specific data interface and in which others of 
the subsystems are arranged to communicate with a selected other subsystem via an 
object bus (see col. 12 lines 27-51). 

As to claim 8, Combs teaches a platform according to claim 7 in which the or 
each said subsystem arranged to communicate directly via a respective specific data 
interface is arranged, on initialization of the said subsystem, to read data for the 
selected other subsystem from the resource broker, and in response to calls 
subsequent to the initialization of the subsystem, communicates directly with the 
selected other subsystem without reference to the resource broker (see col. 12 lines 27- 
col. 13 lines 61). 

As to claim 9, Combs teaches a platform according to claim 7, in which the said 
subsystems arranged to communicate via an object bus are arranged, in response to 
each new call, to read resource data from the resource broker (see col. 5 lines 28-62). 

As to claim 10, a communications system comprising: 

a plurality of call processing subsystems; 

a network interconnecting the plurality of call processing subsystems; 

a resource broker connected to the network, the resource broker including a data 
interface arranged to receive capability data and interface data from respective call 
processing subsystems (see col. 2 lines 37-65, the resource allocators are responsible 
for allocating resources to users on the network), and 
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a registry arranged to store the said capability data and interface data (see col. 2 
lines 66-col. 3 lines 9, a global list of resources is maintained at each of the resource 
locators); 

wherein the resource locator of one of the plurality of call processing subsystems 
initially reads the capability data and interface data for another one of the plurality of call 
processing subsystems stored in the registry of the resource broker, and subsequently 
communicates further data directly with the another one of the plurality of call 
processing subsystems using the initially read interface data but without communicating 
with the resource broker (see col. 2 lines 45-51, resource locators exchange signals to 
maintain a unique global resource network list). 

As to claim 1 1 , Combs teaches a communications system according to claim 10, 
further comprising an object bus interconnecting at least some of the call processing 
subsystems (see col. 5 lines 35-62). 

As to claim 12, Combs teaches a communications system according to claim 1 1 , 
in which communication paths between others of the subsystems bypass the object bus 
(see col. 5 lines 28-59). 

As to claim 13, Combs teaches a computing platform comprising a multiplicity of 
loosely coupled computing subsystems, each of the said subsystems including 
respective data processing resources and a respective resource Locator arranged to 
advertise its identity and the loading of the respective resources and to receive resource 
signaling from others of the resource Locators that has been broadcasted by others of 
the resource locators (see col. 13 lines 16-67). 
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As to claim 14, Combs teaches a method of operating a communications system, 
the system including a multiplicity processing subsystems and network interconnecting 
the multiplicity of subsystems, the method comprising; 

a) .communicating from resource locator in a respective one of the multiplicity of 
subsystems to resource Locators in others of the multiplicity of subsystems data 
indicating the identity of the said one subsystem and the availability of resources in the 
said one subsystem (see col. 2 lines 37-65, plurality of agents and resource locators are 
connected to the network); 

b) repeating step (a) for each other of the multiplicity of subsystems: 

c) when one of the multiplicity of subsystems, in the course of processing a call, 
requires resources not present Locally in the said subsystem: 

identifying from the said data communicated lo the resource locator of the said 
one subsystem another subsystem having the said resources; 
ii) accessing the said subsystem via the network; 

wherein the resource locators are arranged to communicate signaling directly 
with each other (see col. 2 lines 45-51, resource locators exchange signals to maintain 
a unique global resource network list). 

As to claim 15, Combs teaches a method according to claim 1 4, in which, for 
each of the multiplicity of subsystems, step (a) is repeated regularly (see col. 5 lines 27- 
col. 6 lines 16). 
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As to claim 16, Combs teaches a method according to claim 1 5, in which the 
period of repetition for step (a) is small compared to the mean duration of a call 
processed by the communications system (see col. 13 lines 14-col. 14 lines 57). 

As to claim 17, Combs teaches a method according to claim 14, in which, for at 
least one of the multiplicity of subsystems, step (a) is repeated in response to an event 
in the respective subsystem (see col. 5 lines 15-67). 

As to claim 18, Combs teaches a method according to claim 1 7, in which the 
said event is a change in resource availability in the subsystem exceeding a 
predetermined threshold (see col. 13 lines 25-67). 

As to claim 19, Combs teaches a method according lo any one of the preceding 
claims in which the communication of resource data between subsystems is mediated 
by a resource broker (see col. 2 lines 35-col. 3 lines 5). 

As to claim 20, Combs teaches a method according to claim 19, in which data is 
communicated between at least some of the subsystems and the resource broker via an 
object bus (see col. 13 lines 25-65). 

As to claim 21, Combs teaches a method according to claim 20 in which data is 
communicated between others of the subsystems directly, bypassing the object bus 
(see col. 5 lines 15-col. 6 lines 15). 

As to claim 23, Combs teaches a multiplicity of subsystems, each of the 
subsystems including: 

respective service processing resources and a respective resource locator (see 
col. 2 lines 56-col. 3 lines 20); and 
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wherein collectively said subsystems provide a distributed processing 
architecture which distributes the task of resource management and resource allocation 
between said multiplicity of subsystems (see col. 2 lines 37-65, plurality of agents and 
resource locators are connected to the network); and 

wherein each subsystem resource locator includes: 

means for communicating to each of said other subsystem resource locators 
data indicating the subsystem identity and data indicating the availability of resources in 
the respective subsystem (see col. 2 lines 66-col. 3 lines 9, a global list of resources is 
maintained at each of the resource locators); 

means for receiving identity data and resource availability data from other 
subsystem resource locators; and 

means to register and discover resources and interface details with a resource 
broker when said one of said multiplicity of subsystems is initialized; and 

means to subsequently request resources directly from other subsystem 
resource locators by communicating signaling directly with said other resource locators 
and not by communicating with said resource broker subsequent to said subsystem 
being initialized (see col. 2 lines 45-51, resource locators exchange signals to maintain 
a unique global resource network list). 

As to claims 24 and 25, Combs teaches the method and platform of claims 19 
and 3 respectively, wherein the communication of the resource data mediated by the 
resource broker occurs at initialization of at least one of the subsystems, and the 
broadcast for the request for resource from one of the resource locators of a respective 
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one of the subsystems to another one of the subsystem is provided by direct 
communication between the subsystems, subsequent to the mediated communication, 
without communicating with the resource broker (see col. 13 lines 25-col. 14 lines 35). 
7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hussein A. El-chanti whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3999. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571 )272-4001 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
Hussein El-chanti 
Dec. 21, 2005 



